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The Russian interference in the last presidential election  
Identify the topic:
Russian interference the US 2016 presidential election.
Background
Background :

a. What: 
With the increased use of technology, the politicians start to take the advantage of reaching people over the internet through the social media to affect their political Decisions and setting new political agendas.

1. Arab spring example
(Source: Gomez Cruces, Juan S. Social media campaigns and political agenda-setting)

2. Special election in Massachusetts to fill Senate seat example.
(Source: Keller, Jared. "Political Campaigns Can Manipulate Social Media." Politics and the Media, edited by Debra A. Miller, Greenhaven Press, 2012. Current Controversies. Opposing Viewpoints In Context, http://link.galegroup.com.aurarialibrary.idm.oclc.org/apps/doc/EJ3010799215/OVIC?u=auraria_main&sid=OVIC&xid=46bcc90c. Accessed 30 Mar. 2018. Originally published as "When Campaigns Manipulate Social Media," The Atlantic, 10 Nov. 2010.)

b. Who is affects: 
US Presidential election in 2016
1. Facebook, Twitter, and Google executives demanded to testify about Russian’s interference in the 2016 US election   
(Source: Facebook, Twitter, Google executives to testify about Russia and US election. (2017, October). Russian Telecom, 17(10), 10. Retrieved from http://link.galegroup.com.aurarialibrary.idm.oclc.org/apps/doc/A513643413/ITOF?u=auraria_main&sid=ITOF&xid=b3e7ba3d)

2. Russians ran ads and posts across the social media sites on trend topics such as immigration, gun rights and race issues to affect the us voters
(Source: Wells, G., & Andrews, N. (2017, Oct 05). Five things to know about hidden russian influence on facebook, twitter, google; congressional probes of moscow's interference in the 2016 presidential election have ensnared the tech titans.Wall Street Journal (Online) Retrieved from https://search-proquest-com.aurarialibrary.idm.oclc.org/docview/1947006306?accountid=14506)


c. When it started: 
Started in June 2015 and ran through May 2017

1. According to Facebook paid ads started in June 2015 
(Source: Wells, G., & Andrews, N. (2017, Oct 05). Five things to know about hidden russian influence on facebook, twitter, google; congressional probes of moscow's interference in the 2016 presidential election have ensnared the tech titans.Wall Street Journal (Online) Retrieved from https://search-proquest-com.aurarialibrary.idm.oclc.org/docview/1947006306?accountid=14506)	


d. How extensive it is: 
It influenced American opinion massively leads to change the election result.
 
1.  Tens of millions of dollars spent over the several past years to effect American public opinion
(Source: McKew, M. (2018, February 17). Did Russia Affect the 2016 Election? It's Now Undeniable. Retrieved March 30, 2018, from https://www.wired.com/story/did-russia-affect-the-2016-election-its-now-undeniable/)

Draft Thesis Statement 
The Russians interference in the 2016 presidential election was a national security problem that effect the public administration creditably and the public faith in the democratic system. To prevent this issue in the future the national security agencies should have more capability to protect the election, to monitor the internet political activities, and issues new laws to protect the democratic system in the US. 







Discussion
Causes :
To understand exactly what happened in US election 2016 must go back to year 2008 when Obama campaign used the social media aggressively to win the US election at that time which clarify the important role of social media in the political activities.
 
	 1st Cause 
Social media companies sell private data for political campaigns and business to help them influence people.

	 Evidence (+source) 
1. Data analytics firm worked for the trump campaign bought tens of millions of Facebook     users personal information’s.
(Source: Guynn, J. (2018, March 20). Can Facebook be trusted with your personal info? Voter harvesting scheme shows perils for users. Retrieved March 30, 2018, from https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2018/03/19/can-facebook-trusted-your-personal-info-voter-harvesting-scheme-shows-perils-users/438464002/)

 2nd Cause 
Social media companies’ advertisement policies 
	
	Evidence (+source) 
1. According to twitter political ads policy individuals and other entities seeking to influence the outcome of an election can use their platform.
(Source: https://business.twitter.com/en/help/ads-policies/restricted-content-policies/political-campaigning.html)

 3rd Cause 
Massively Americans use social media platform to share personal data which help politicians to manipulate 	

 Data (+source) 
	1. 81% of US population have social media profile in 2017
(Source: https://www.statista.com/statistics/273476/percentage-of-us-population-with-a-social-network-profile/)

Causes Conclusion: 
With open advertisement policies for the political campaigns and the expansion of social media users without personal information privacy protection the political agenda find a way to influence people decisions and believe.



Effects:

	 1st Effect 
The Russian interference strategies become one of the major reason of Clinton lost in the US election
	
	 Evidence (+source) 
1. The Russians lunch a twitter hashtag #Hillary4Prison to viewed her as dishonest and untrustworthy

(Source: Guynn, J. (2018, March 20). Can Facebook be trusted with your personal info? Voter harvesting scheme shows perils for users. Retrieved March 30, 2018, from https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2018/03/19/can-facebook-trusted-your-personal-info-voter-harvesting-scheme-shows-perils-users/438464002/)
 2nd Effect
The Russian ads effects people opinion in public issues.
	Evidence (+source) 
	1. 126 million users of Facebook saw and interact with Russian ads
(Source: 126 mn Facebook users saw Russian ads during 2016 US election. (2017). The Day After,)


	 3rd Effect 
Social media users engaged with Russian contents on twitter.	

 Data (+source) 
	1. Twitter discovered 215 fake accounts divided between liberal and conservative. 

(Source: Badawy, A., Ferrara, E., & Lerman, K. (2018). Analyzing the digital traces of political manipulation: The 2016 russian interference twitter campaign.)










Solutions 

 1st solution: 
Legislation of a new law relating to policies of political declaration

1. US Federal Elections Commission plans to introduce new rules on political advertising on social media.
(Source: Syeed, N., Vynck, G. D., & Nix, N. (2018, January 29). Draft FEC Rules Target Political Ads on Social Media. Retrieved March 30, 2018, from https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-01-29/political-ads-on-social-media-are-target-for-draft-fec-rules)


 2nd solution: 

Stop sharing personal data online and don’t authorize websites to use your personal data. 

1. Still working on the evidence
	(Source: No Source yet)
























Conclusion
Summarize discussion
No one can disagree that world change rapidly after the internet released and start move faster when the social media invented which change every aspect in our life. One important aspect is the political activities across the world especially when people start share their personal information to the public and the social media websites. This made the social media the holy grail to any politician or business in the world. These personal information helped the Russians to inference the US presidential election in 2016 which discovered lately and made a hug arguments in the public and officials.

Challenges/future developments/emerging technologies:
1. One of the most challenges in the future that technology move faster than the governments.
2. The Big Data science is still new science which need a lot of investment to prepare the human power on this sector. 
Ideas/suggestions for future research: 
1. Government should persuade the hackers instead of fighting them back. 
2. Governments should work more on Digital legal aspects to protect people privacy. 
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Rubric

	Outline Rubric
Criteria
	Ratings
	Pts

	Outline research paper using Toulmin’s claim-data-warrant model
		Excellent: Completes 100% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources AND claims and data are logical, related, and clearly stated
20.0 pts
	Above Expectations: Completes about 90% of the outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources. Claims and data are logical, related, and mostly clear.
18 pts
	Meets Expectations: Completes at least 80% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources AND claims and data are logical and related, but may lack clarity.
15 pts
	Below Expectations: Completes less than 80% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources OR claims and data are illogical and unrelated OR too vague
14 pts
	Far Below Expectations: Completes less than 80% of outline with claims (background, causes, solutions, and future recommendations) and data from sources AND claims and data are illogical and unrelated AND too vague
10 pts
	No Attempt
0.0 pts



	20.0 pts

	Integrate evidence from appropriate sources that meet the “refereed sources” criteria
		Excellent: Student has met source minimum requirements on outline (6 undergrad and 10 grad) AND sources are credible (no replacements)
20.0 pts
	Above Expectations: Supports claims with 4 or 5 sources AND sources are mostly credible (1 may need to be replaced).
18 pts
	Meets Expectations: Supports claims with at least 3/6 sources (undergrad) or 5/10 sources (grad) AND sources are mostly credible (1 may need to be replaced)
15 pts
	Below Expectations: Has fewer than 3 sources (undergrad) or 5 sources (grad) OR most sources need to be replaced due to lack of credibility
14 pts
	Far Below Expectations: Has fewer than 3 sources (undergrad) or 5 sources (grad) AND most sources need to be replaced due to lack of credibility
10 pts
	No Attempt
0.0 pts



	20.0 pts

	Demonstrate audience awareness through proper organization and tone
		Excellent: Consistently uses phrases with parallel structure AND virtually no errors with spelling and word form
10.0 pts
	Above Expectations: Consistently uses phrases (not sentences) AND very few errors with spelling and word form.
9 pts
	Meets Expectations: Consistently uses phrases (not sentences) BUT some errors with spelling and word form
7.5 pts
	Below Expectations: Uses complete sentences instead of phrases OR many errors with spelling and word form
7 pts
	Far Below Expectations: Uses complete sentences instead of phrases AND many errors with spelling and word form
5 pts
	No Attempt
0.0 pts



	10.0 pts

	Total Points: 50.0



